PROGRESS

The first and riper world of men and skill
Yields to our later world for three inventions ;
Miraculously we write, we sail, we kill,
As neither ancient scroll nor story mentions.
The first hath opened learnings old concealed
And obscure arts restored to the light;
The second hidden countries hath revealed,
And sent Christ's Gospel to each living wight.
These we commend ; but oh, what needeth more,
To teach Death more skill than he had before !

THOMAS  BASTARD.

Progress is a very recent invention. In the age of
Thomas Bastard, which was also, incidentally, the age
of Queen Elizabeth and William Shakespeare, men
believed that the race was in a state of chronic decay.
In spite of printing, the compass and gunpowder, the
earlier was considered the riper world. Those who
actually lived through what we have learnt to regard
as one of the most brilliant and progressive epochs of
all history regarded themselves as men of the decad-
ence. We, on the contrary, regard ourselves as men
of the dawn and the threshold, an army in advance,
not in retreat. It remains to be seen what the judgment
of future historians will be.
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